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Erecting the great script Hoonminjeongeum as a milestone of "
humanity = / N -

= Building a 28-story, 108-meter-high Hoonminjeongeum Memo- : '
rial Tower to play a symbol of Korea
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In December 1443, King Sejong the Great creat-
ed the Korean alphabet, Hoonminjeongeum.
Hoonminjeongeum, which means ‘correct sound
that teaches the people; is composed of 28
words. It has the advantage of being easy to read
and write as it belongs to phonetic characters. It
was a great help to the then ordinary Koreans
who had difficulty reading and writing and it be-
came the beginning of the Korean writing system

we currently use today.

Understanding the creation of Hoonmin-
jeongeum and its pride and value

The Hoonminjeongeum Commemorative Associ-
ation was established on February 25, 2021 with
the purpose of rediscovering the great value of
Hoonminjeongeum, passing on the pride of Korea
as a writing powerhouse, and promoting its excel-
lence through proper understanding and educa-
tion of the principles and spirit of its creation. In
particular, the Association, a corporation under
the Ministry of Culture, Sports and Tourism, aims
to spread international consensus on the benefits

of the Korean alphabet. Hangeul is the only alpha-
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bet among the 70 or so in existence in the world

whose creation principles, creator, and year of
creation are known. Hangeul is recognized for its
originality in expressing almost all sounds, and
Hoonminjeongeum, which organizes Hangeul, is
recognized worldwide for its value. “Hoonmin-
jeongeum is the character of the universe and
nature, which contains the principles of yin, yang,
and the five elements of traditional Eastern
thought. It is a superior character designed to re-
flect the human articulatory system and to accu-
rately write down all the sounds of the world, such
as the sound of the wind, the crane's call, the
dog's bark, and the chicken’s crowing.” explains
Jaesung Park, President of the Hoonminjeonge-
um Commemorative Association. The Association
is engaged in various projects to educate the pub-
lic about the principles, and to pass on pride, and

to make it a cultural heritage of mankind.
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accurate theoretical knowledge about the creation
process of <Hoonminjeongeum Haeryebon> and

<Hoonminjeongeum Eonhaebon> and perform the

school plans to open master's and doctoral programs
in Hoonminjeongeum, character culture, character

art, and character restoration to foster experts in this

SHH AIHZ|OAN &E A7 |2E 2SR AtEoZ AloF SHRH7EX| TIdH =of QU role of instructor or consultant in all areas. As part of specific field. “Scholars home and abroad highly val-
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construction methods. “The tower will be a milestone
that will inherit and develop the spirit of King Sejong,
who created Hoonminjeongeum with which he loved
his country and people so much. It will let the world
know that Hoonminjeongeum is an excellent writing
system that will forever be remembered in the his-

tory of world writing”” explained Park.

Congratulations and cheers

Former UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon
serves as honorary chairman of the tower con-
struction organizing committee. He said, “The As-
sociation will contribute greatly to promoting Ko-
rean pride and elevating the status of a culturally
powerful nation by spreading a correct under-
standing of Hoonminjeongeum. | hope that the
tower will become a landmark for world writing that
looks ahead a thousand years, and also a tourist
attraction that symbolizes Korea” Hwang Woo-yea,
former Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Edu-
cation, and the head of the organizing committee
for the construction of the tower, also said, “Korea
is not only a developed country with Hoonmin-
jeongeum, but also a country with a strong writing
system that is admired by world-class literacy

scholars. It is surprising and shameful that there is
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President Jaesung Park presents his book (Searching for Jeongeumjajeon in Korean)
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still no monument commemorating the spirit. | hope
that the monuments will be erected in elementary,
middle, and high school yard areas across the
country in the future so that the next generation
can have a correct understanding of Hoonmin-
jeongeum and feel pride in it, and | look forward to
the enthusiastic interest and participation of all
like-minded citizens” Sejong Special Self-Govern-
ing City Mayor Choi Min-ho said, “The Hoonmin-
jeongeum created by King Sejong goes beyond
simple letters and has established itself as an im-
portant cultural heritage for humanity, so we will
take the lead in publicizing the excellence and
spirit of the creation of Hoonminjeongeum. When
the Hoonminjeongeum creation monument stands
tall in Sejong City, it will not only be a historic event,
but also the pride of our nation and a great brand
of history” Shin Bang-woong, chairman of the
World Character Park Development Project Pro-
motion Committee and former president of Chung-
buk National University, said, “We hope that the
tower and the park will become tourist attractions
that symbolize Korea” The standing committee
chairman Park lastly said, “We also expect great
interest and participation from overseas Koreans
who have dedicated themselves to the develop-
ment of Korea while overcoming harsh environ-
ments around the world, so that the construction of
the Hoonminjeongeum Memorial Tower can be

successfully promoted”
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